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Cost History (billions of 96$)
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Ridership has Dropped

133,000

42,500

FEIS Jan '02

2020 daily rides or trips

- 68%
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There are about 14,000,000 daily
 trips in the region
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Capital Cost per Rider

$12,782

$15,534

$19,549

$ 35,647

+ 279%
from vote

95$

Vote FEIS Jan '01 EA
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Operating Cost per Rider

Vote FEIS EA

?

$ 278

$ 1224

+ 340%
from FEIS

$/yr

$37.4M/yr for 133K riders
$52M/yr for 42.5K riders
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Questionable Submission to FTA ?

Capital Cost
per rider

Op Cost per rider

Incremental cost
per new rider

FEIS  EA FEIS  EA New Starts
Submissions

+ 129%

+ 340%

+ 31%
     ??

NSS 12/00 = $11.95

NSS 10/01 = $15.60
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Vehicles Removed from Peak 
Period Traffic in 2020

    6320*  

(1/3 of 1%)

     1890*  

(1/10 of 1%)

FEIS EA

*from a total of
1,700,000

- 70%
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Capital Cost per Vehicle Removed from 
Peak Period Traffic

$ 514,000

$ 1,002,000 

FEIS EA

In 2002$ w o financing

removes 6320 vehicles removes 1890 vehicles

8



03/2002 R. Harkness, Sane Transit Technical Committee      harknessr@msn.com

Annual cost per vehicle removed 
from peak period traffic

$ 30,000

$ 43,000

$ 100,000
Operating cost

Capital cost in 2002$

+ 233% 
from vote

EAVote Jan 01
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LRT effect on regional VMT growth 
between now and 2020

Reduction due
 to LRT = 81

Growth = 12,883

Values are daily 
VMT in 000's

14 mile system = 81
21 mile system = 271

LRT savings are 
wiped out in 45 days 
by traffic growth
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Equivalent Freeway Lanes
 at Peak Load point
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Based on predicted 
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versus I-5 actuals in 
1998
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The Promise FEIS EA
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Equivalent Freeway Lanes
 at Peak Load point

12

2.5

.9

Light rail "provides the people-
moving capacity of a 12-lane 
freeway"  
1996 Sound Move brochure, p.6

Based on predicted 
LRT usage in 2020 
versus I-5 actuals in 
1998

12

The Promise FEIS EA
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Effect of 125 miles of Heavy Rail 
on Regional Traffic

60,000 est. 

84,189* 82,524**1993 FEIS, daily VMT

2000 without rail with rail
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